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The aim of Ше educational system in the USSR is to 
create, the best conditions for the upbringing, education 
and training of citizens, to afford them all opportunities 
for all-sided development and to prepare them to become 
intelliggnt participants in the upbuilding of socialist so- 
ciety. 

Organizational Principles of Public Education 

The fundamental principle underly! the organiza- 
tion of public education in the USSR is the right of all 
citizens to education recorded in Article 121 of the Constitu- 
tion of the USSR. All requisites guaranteeing every citizen 
the opportunity to exercise this right have been created. 
Let us examine ОМАН these requisites: 

1) Full equality of all nations, all peoples of the USSR in 
the field of education. The Soviet Union has close to 200 
different nationalities. All of them have an equal right to 
education. No racial or national restrictions with regard to 
education exist in the USSR. All Soviet people, no matter 
how numerically small, have the same system of education, 
the same rights for those graduating from school. Every 
nationality has its own developing culture, national in 
form and socialist in content. The children of every nation- 
ality are taught their elementary education in their native 
tongue. In all non-Russian schools, Russian is taught to- 
gether with the native language beginning with the sec- 
ond grade. Tuition in all subjects in the elementary schools 
is given in the language of the pupils. In secondary schools 
and higher educational establishments (inasmuch as the 
students already know the Russian language) instruction 
is conducted both in the Russian and native languages. 

Written languages have been created for many nation- 
alities (for example, the peoples of the Far North) who 
had no alphabet of their own prior to the Soviet Revolu- 
tion, Textbooks in their own languages have been com- 
piled for all Soviet nationalities. 

The Soviet State renders extensive aid in the develop- 
ment of national theaters, literature, music and science. 

The distinctive features of each ple are taken into 
account in the organization of public education but this 
does not lead to any restrictions in the field of education 
for any nationality. 

2) Full equality of men and women in the field of educa- 
tion. There are no restrictions of any kind for women in 
any link of the Soviet educational chain. In elementary 
and junior-secondary (seven-grade) schools, both sexes 
study together. Up to 1943, the co-educational system was 
in force also in secondary schools. Since 1943, separate 
schools for boys and girls were introduced in the large 
cities. The co-educational system, however, remains in 
force in the majority of secondary schools which are lo- 
cated in small towns and workers' settlements and rural 
localities. 

Separate secondary schools fór boys and girls were 
introduced in the big cities in order better to take into 
account the specific features in the physical training of the 
two sexes and also in view of the need to introduce some 
difference in preparing boys and girls for practical life. 

Soviet pedagogics and the Soviet educational system 
categorically rejects as utterly groundless the claims ad- 
vanced by some bourgeois teachers and pa schologists to 
the effect that women are inferior intellectually to men, 
that they are less mathematically gifted, etc. Secondary 
schools for girls impart to their pupils the same general 
education as schools for boys. The program in general 
educational subjects is the same and graduates of both 
schools enjoy the same rights. Higher institutions of 
learning in all fields are equally accessible to both men 
and women as can be seen from the fact that women com- 
Prise 43 per cent of the total students body in the country's 

igher schools. 

3) The fact that schools and other educational institutions 
are administered by the State assures proper plannin 
and territorial distribution of educational institutions an 
makes for their material security and stability, for uni- 
formity of programs and continuity of studies. The state 
system of education best facilitates the exercise of their 
right to education by all citizens, eliminates the element 
of chance and frees the students from dependence on 

rivate or public charity 
In (һе USSR. scho 
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The Ministry of Higher Education of the USSR has 
charge of institutions of higher learning. 
re-school institutions, general schools and extra- 
curricular children's institutions are under the jurisdiction 
of the public education ministries in each Union republic. 
Cultural and educational institutions for adults (li- 
braries, clubs, lecture and auditoriums, museums) are un- 
der the jurisdiction of the committees for cultural and 
educational institutions under the Council of Ministers of 
each Union republic. 
188 4 professional schools come within the com- 
petence of the respective ministries. For example, peda- 


gogical schools, which train elementary school teachers..- 


are under the jurisdiction of the respective ministries of 
public education; technical schools are under the minis- 
tries in the respective branches of industry and agriculture; 
medical schools which train doctors' assistants and mid- 
wives are subordinated to the Ministry and Public Health, 
etc. General guidance of studies in the secondary profes- 
sional schools is concentrated in the Ministry of Higher 
Education of the USSR. 

The training of skilled workers is guided by the Minis- 
try of Labor Reserves of the USSR. 

The system of administering the various links of the 
educational network described above has come into bein 
as a result of the multiformity and the vast number 0 
educational institutions in the count: This system of 
management makes it possible to combine the necessary 
uniformity in the guidance of educational institutions and 
at the same time take into account the national and local 
specific requirements (the pre-school institutions, general 
schools and extra-curricular children's institutions are 
under the jurisdiction of the education ministries in each 
Union Republic and the cultural and education institu- 
tions for adults are under special committees set up in 
each Republic). 

Pre-school education. Prior to the October Revolution 
in 1917, there were a total of 275 pre-school institutions 
catering to some 5,000 children on the present territory 
of the Soviet Union. and these were maintained soley by 
public organizations or private individuals. Of this num= 

er there were only about 15 to 20 free kindergartens for 
children of the poor, while the rest charged high fees and 
were patronized exclusively by children of the rich. 

From the very first days of the October Revolution. 
pre-school education was proclaimed to be a matter of im- 

rtance for the State as a whole. The chain of pre-school 
nstitutions has developed rapidly in Soviet times. 

At present, all Soviet republics have ramified net- 
works of institutions catering to children even before they 
are enrolled in kindergartens, such as nurseries, homes for 
mother and child, children’s consultation centers. These 
come within the competence of the respective ministries 
of public health. Nurseries accommodate children until the 
age of three. These function for the most part at large 
factories and mills, but there are also district nurseries, 
Mothers who work at factories and offices may. if they 
weh keep their children at a nursery while they are at 
work. 

Catering to children from the age of three to seven 
are kindergartens and children's playgrounds. Kinder- 
gartens function the year 'round and playgrounds only 
for several months (on collective farms, for example, dur- 
ing the field work season). For children between the ages 
of three and seven who lost their parents there are pre- 
school children’s homes. where orphans receive full main- 
tenance at the expense of the State. 

The most widespread type of pre-school institution is 
the kindergarten. Together with playgrounds, kindergar- 
tens accommodate close to five million children. 

The placing of children in kindergartens or play- 
grounds is purely voluntary and fully depends on the 
wishes 01 the parents. 

As a rule. children are kept in the kindergarten for 
пте or ten hours a day, which enables mothers who work 
at a factory or office for eight hours to leave the child 
for the entire shift and call for it at the end of the work- 
ing day. There are also kindereartens where children are 
kept day and night ‘except freedays). This is done for 
children whose parents work on the night shifts and who 
have no opportunity of leaving them at home with some 
member of their 


in the elementary schools are: native language( reading 
and writing) and in the non-Russian schools also Russian 
(conversation, reading and writing), arithmetic, natural 
science, geography and history, drawing, singing and physi- 
cal culture. 

The seven-grade (or junior secondary) school caters to 
children between the ages of seven and fourteen. In towns 
and workers’ settlements, attendance in this school is com- 
pulsory for children of both sexes. Tuition is free of charge. 
The course of studies in the school fully coincides with ‘the 
first seven grades in the secondary school. In the first four 
grades, the program is the same as in the four-grade 
school. The subjects چا‎ in the fifth, sixth and seventh 
grades include: native Anguage and literature (in non- 
Russian schools also Russian) arithmetic, algebra, and 
geometry, the Constitution of the USSR, geography, Lat 
sics, chemistry, foreign language, physical training, draft- 
ing. Those who finish four grades have to pass examina- 
tions in the elementary school course; upon completing 
the seventh grade, pupils have to pass their graduation 
examinations. 

The Secondary school has a ten-year term of study. 
Those who graduate from junior-secondary school are ac- 
cepted into the eighth grade. The subjects taught in the 
eighth. ninth and tenth grades are: Russian language and 
literature, algebra, geometry, and trigonometry, natural 
Science, history, geography, physics. chemistry, astronomy, 
foreign language, physical training and drafting. In recent 
years, the study of logic and psyc. ology has also been in- 
troduced in the senior classes and girls” secondary 
schools, also pedagogics. Some secondary schools for girls 
have an eleventh year. а pedagogical class training Теа- 
chers for elementary schools. 

In 1943, during the war, special schools to enable young 
workers who, owing to hostitlities were unable to acquire 
a full junior or secondary education, to continue their 
studies were established. Those schools offer either a 
junior secondary or secondary education. Studies in these 
schools are co-educational and young. men and women be- 
tween the ages of 14 and 25 can attend them without in- 
terrupting their work. In 1944, rural evening schools were 
organized in the countryside to enable the village youth 
engaged in farming to acquire a seven-year education. 
Those who are graduated from schools for the working and 
peasant youth are required to pass the usual examinations 
and they have the same rights as those who are graduated 
from the general junior secondary or secondary schools. 
Tuition in the schools for working and peasant youth is 
free of charge. 

Special schools named after Suvorov, famed Russian 
army leader of the 18th Century, and Admiral Nakhimov, 
hero of the Sevastopol defense, have been organized with 
₪ ששל‎ of providing maintenance and education to orphan- 
ed children of army men, guerrillas, workers and соПес- 
tive farmers who had perished at the hands of German 
invaders. These schools train future army and naval off- 
icers and give their pupils a complete secondary educa- 
tion. 

Higher education has likewise made seven-league 
strides. Before the Revolution in 1914 there were 91 higher 
educational establishments with a total enrollment of 
112,000 students (including a substantial number of institu- 
tions maintained privately or by public organizations, with 
the State making no appropriations for them whatever). 

In 1946 the USSR had 792 institutions of higher learn- 
ing with a student body of 653,000. As early as 1939 the 
USSR had more higher educational institutions and a 
greater enroliment than 22 countries of Western Europe 
and Japan together. 

The tasks of higher educational establishments are: 
1. Training of highly qualified specialists for all fields of 
endeavour; 2. scientific research to facilitate the solution 
of major problems of Socialist upbuilding and 3. populari- 
zation of scientific and technical knowledge and the latest 
achievements of science and engineering among the broad 
masses, 

Before the Revolution Russia’s higher institutions of 
learning catered primarily to the youth of the privileged 
classes - children of the landlords. the bourgeoisie, govern- 
ment officials and the clergy. After the Revolution the 
higher schools became accessible to children of workers and 
peasants (in 1938 they comprised 55.6 per cent of the total 
student body.) Before the Revolution vast areas in the 
former Russian empire, equalling in size several European 
countries taken together, as for example. Transcaucasia, 
Central Asia or Eastern Siberia, did not have a single higher 
educational establishment. At present each Union Repub- 
lic has its own university and tens of other higher schools, 
In 1941 the RSFSR had 470 higher schools, the Ukrainian 
терро 106; Uzbekistan—36, Kazakhstan—20, Georgia— 
21, ete. 
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partment and chair). Usually the student spends six hou 
a day receiving instruction (lectures, demonstration, lat 
oratory work, etc.) and the rest of the time is devoted 1 
independent studies which are reguarded as highly in 
portant. 

At the end of each semester students are required 1 
pass definite examinations and tests. At the end of tk 
academic year when a student passes all tests and exam 
inations for the given term he is transferred to the пе: 
term, Students are required to pass state examinatior 
upon graduation (usually four or five subjects) while sti 
dents in technical institutes are required to defend the 
diploma thesis and upon graduation receive a diplom 
(engineer, agronomist, secondary school teacher, physiciai 
ейс.). 

The methods and forms of study in Soviet higher edt 
cational establishments are classed as follows: 1. Lecture: 
2. Exercises and seminar studies; 3. Course assignmen 
and course projects; 4. Laboratory work; 5. Practical trair 
ing ТЫ; factory, hospital, school, etc.); 6. Work on diplom 
thesis, 

Students who make good progress in their studies, an 
those are in the majority, are given state scholarship 
Out-of-town students are provided accommodations 1 
hostels. Students are given certain privileges in libraric 
and when visiting museums, exhibitions, etc. 

Those who graduate from a higher institution of learr 
ing with honors, should they display ability and interest 1 
scientific research, may take a post-graduate course pre 
paring them for scientific activity or teaching in highe 
schools. Post-graduates are required to pass special exam 
inations, either immediately upon graduation or after hay 
ing worked for several years in their respective lines. Ever 
university and large institute, as well as scientific researc 
institutes and academies have post-graduate courses. Du! 
ing the first two years the post-graduate receives 
thorough scientific grounding in field and during th 
third year he completes ከ15 dissertation for the degree ) 
candidate of science (in his field). Upon receiving the de 
gree and post-graduate is entitled to teach in higher schoo. 
as an assistant or docent. To obtain the title of professc 
he, in addition to several years of teaching at a highe 
school, must also defend his doctorate dissertation, whic 
has to represent a profound research providing a solutio 
to some major scientific problem. 

The USSR has no equal among any other countries i 
regard to the great diversity of extra-curricular institu 
tions and the large funds spent on this work by the Stati 
The establishment of these institutions and their well-or 
ganized activities are a good index to the tremendous con 
cern the Soviet Government displays for the upbringin 
of the young generation. 

To meet the cultural requirements of the adult popula 
tion hundreds of thousands of cultural afd educa: 
institutions have been set up throughout the land, bot 
in towns and countryside. These can divided as follows 

1, Club institutions (houses of culture, houses of writer: 
scientists, architects, ‘physicians, teachers, engineers, etc 
workers’ clubs, village clubs, village reading rooms, park 
of culture and rest, etc.) 

2. Libraries (republican, regional, town district, rural, ete 

3. Museums (historical, memorial, i. e., dedicated to th 
life and work of outstanding people, local history an 
ethnography, art. technical, agricultural, etc.) 

4. Lecture auditoriums. These institutions are establishe 
and maintained both by the state agencies аз well as pub 
lic organizations (trade unions, cultural and education: 
societies, etc.) 

Here are some figures that illustrate the immense scop 
of the activities conducted by various types of clubs. Thei 
total number in 1938 was close to 104,000, including 95,40 
in rural localities. Special splendidly outfitted premise 
have been built for the large houses of culture and worker, 
clubs, which have large staffs of educational workers. Мо! 
than 3,200 people were enrolled in the 150 circles function 
ing at the Kirov Palace of Culture in Leningrad before th 
war; its theater has a seating capacity of 1.200. 

The USSR had as many as 240,765 libraries in 193 
with a total book fund of 442 million volumes. These in 
clude libraries of all types—scientific, public, departmente 
(historical, polytechnical, medical, etc.) mass libraries, in 
stitutional children's libraries. etc. 

The number of mass libraries rose from 12,000 befor 
the Revolution to 77,500 in 1939. A huge network of librarie 
has been established in the countryside. There is also 
large number of libraries with books in the native language 
in towns and villages with a non-Russian population. Fo 
example, the Uzbek Republic had 446 urban and 975 rura 
libraries in 1939. 
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